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Re: Use of Point of Care Devices for Pandemic Influenza Testing

PLEASE POST OR DISTRIBUTE AS WIDELY AS POSSIBLE

Key Message:
Point of Care devices are commercially available for the diagnosis of influenza and other

respiratory agents. The primary advantages of these devices are that they can provide a result
within 10 to 30 minutes after sample preparation by individuals with minimal laboratory training.

Some of the important disadvantages are:

Variable sensitivity, between 40 — 69% (1,2,3)

Cannot distinguish between pandemic and seasonal influenza (1,3)

Prone to false-positives especially if prevalence of pandemic influenza is low

Cost

May require use of transport medium specific to that kit, which can be incompatible with
the Universal Transport medium provided by ProvLab, for influenza and respiratory virus
testing.

As a result, the use of these devices for individual patient diagnosis is not recommended;
instead, when appropriate, samples should be sent as a high priority to ProvLab for molecular
testing. Laboratory assays at ProvLab are extremely sensitive for influenza detection and also
provide subtyping information, thereby distinguishing between Pandemic and seasonal
subtypes. These results are important for treatment, infection prevention and public health
follow-up.
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Questions:

Contact the Virologist-on-Call:

Edmonton Laboratory — Phone: Calgary Laboratory — Phone:
780 407 7121 (ask for VOC) or 403 944 1200 (ask for VOC)

780 407 8822 UAH Switchboard (ask for VOC)




